Apalachee Audubon Society Board Minutes

Wednesday, April 25, 2018  6:30 – 8pm

Native Nurseries
Submitted by Secretary Donna Legare

The following board Members attended:

Donna Legare

Rob Williams

Peter Kleinhenz

Kathleen Carr

Harvey Goldman

Sean McGlynn

John Outland

Jake Hartung (new)
Lilly Anderson-Messec

Chloe Osborne (new)
Minutes from March 2018 meeting were approved. Elizabeth will post on web site.

Treasurer’s Report - Harvey 
Our balance at the start of the fiscal year was $20,811.93

Here's some historical data:
                                                            Outgoing Pres.
Starting Assets (as of end of May,  1996): Total   $6,899.29 Kathy Sellers
Starting Assets (as of end of May,  1997): Total   $6,183.94 Kevin Songer
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 1998): Total   $6,694.94 Bob Henderson
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 1999): Total  $10,746.46 Jim Shelton
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2000): Total  $15,015.33 Jim Shelton
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2001): Total  $18,425.78 Jim Crews
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2002): Total  $17,563.96 Larry Thompson
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2003): Total  $14,028.94 Larry Thompson
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2004): Total  $14,324.26 Eric Draper
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2005): Total  $17,189.54 Eric Draper
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2006): Total  $15,840.94 Eric Draper
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2007): Total  $14,768.17 Elizabeth Platt
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2008): Total  $15,866.41 Elizabeth Platt
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2009): Total  $16,149.73 Ben Fusaro
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2010): Total  $15,148.53 Ed Gartner
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2011): Total  $14,917.34 Julie Wraithmel
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2012): Total  $11,438.31 Kathlene Carr
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2013): Total  $11,618.64 Kathlene Carr
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2014): Total  $15,716.00 Sean McGlynn
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2015): Total  $19,049.72 Adrienne Ruhl
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2016): Total  $20,648.84 Sean McGlynn
Starting Assets (as of end of June, 2017): Total  $20,811.93 Budd Titlow

I would hope some more board members would help fund raise this spring.
Harvey

 2/15/18 896 Friends of Franklin County St Parks, talk       $200    $12978.88
 2/15/18 897 Katie Pearson       Membership tech support      $40    $12938.88
 2/15/18 898 Elizabeth Georges   Posters                      $37.87 $12901.01
 2/20/28                         Backyard Birding Tour      $1350    $14251.01
 3/28/18                         Backyard Birding Tour        $25    $14276.01
 3/ 5/18     NAS                                             $580    $14856.01
 3/30/18 899 Natine Nurseries    Pine view feeder, 50%        $70    $14786.01 OK
 4/11/18                         Birdathon # 1               $625    $15411.01
 4/11/18     Henry Depew(sweat Pea)   For April meeting      $300    $15711.01
             Jack Vermillion
 4/16/18                         Birdathon # 2               $685    $16396.01
 4/19/18 900 Katie Pearson       Tech Support, April Meeting  $40    $16356.01
 4/19/18 901 Nat Wildlife Fed    April Talk                 $2000    $14356.01
 4/23/18                         Birdathon # 3               $150    $14506.01
Summer retreat planning

Kathleen will contact board members ASAP with SurveyMonkey to figure out which dates work best for retreat – Sundays May 20 or 27, July 22 or 29. June was not good for most at the meeting. It will be at Donna’s house and we will order pizza for lunch.

Old Business

Springtime Tallahassee Jubilee was cancelled due to rain so we lost our $125 tabling fee.

South City Pollinator Garden – The church is happy to have us involved with the garden. We are meeting this Friday at 4pm at the garden. Elizabeth Platt and John will be there. Donna will be there to help develop a maintenance plan but will not be involved in future work sessions.

Tabling April 28 at Lake Jackson Fun Paddle – we have volunteers.

Programs (Sean)
May Banquet

Harvey will deliver tickets to Wild Birds and Native Nurseries and will write a check for $150 for a deposit for Lafayette Presbyterian. He will let them know that it is a donation. Contact person is Lynda Blount.
Kathleen will bring projectors and will make announcements and give words of thanks.

Sean will pick up key. Church is reserved from 4 – 10pm. Sean will introduce the speaker (Dana) and will write an article for Tallahassee Democrat which should run on May 4 (Friday). 

Jody Walthall will be in charge of silent auction. He will bring 3 framed Audubon prints that were donated anonymously.

The banquet invitation was designed by Elizabeth and printed and mailed by Target Copy. Harvey will write a check to Target Copy (invoice provided by Elizabeth). The invitation should reach members in the next few days. Donna will pick up the extras on Thursday. Ticket sales will begin immediately and people can call Donna to make reservations for tickets at the door through May 10. Donna will then call Sean with the number of tickets sold and we will decide on a number of meals to order.

Yard hosts from the Wildlife Friendly Yard Tour will receive complementary banquet tickets. Donna will get invitations to Tammy to distribute.

Summer Programs with Sierra Club – proposed joint August program on horseshoe crabs and also a social event sometime this summer. Dates and times to be announced.
Sean has volunteered to be our program committee liaison with Fran James for use of the King Life Science Building. He may do this also for Sierra Club and Wakulla Springs Alliance.

Birdathon

One whole section of our banquet ticket promotes Birdathon donations. Harvey notes that not many people mail in money unless contacted. If this is the case, perhaps we should use the space in another way next year. Let’s keep track of it this year; the paper is bright yellow.

Harvey encourages board members to participate in Birdathon and contact members directly for donations.

Conservation Committee (Rob)

Apalachicola River status – The first meeting between the State and the landowner on the easement went well. The State is serious. They may purchase a small part of the easement this year and the bigger purchase the following year. Until this is done, we should hold off on pushing for the park.

We also discussed David’s report on the follow up from the Apalachicola Conference. David facilitated a meeting of most of the people who put the Conference together to discuss submitting a Pre-proposal to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation for a project that would engage stakeholders to create a prioritized list of recommendations for projects that would be awarded funding beginning in 2019. This is funding from the BP oil spill. Deadline is August 2018. David and Rob will work on this.

Local Conservation Issues: David also brought up the Charles Street Investment Partners project (a $30 million housing and retail multiplex on the site of the old Envision Credit Union at 440 N. Monroe St. – across from Hotel Duval). Donna reports that she visited the site the day after the newspaper article came out and then wrote to all county and city commissioners. The 5 or 6 live oak trees along Adams Street are going to be protected because it is a designated bicycle path road. We will need to put pressure on the city to make sure they do not permit the cutting of the huge live oak at the corner of Monroe and Virginia. The county is no longer involved in CRA so they referred me to other helpful people. The interior laurel oak will be cut (that makes sense to me). I suggested they dig the cabbage palms and replant them around their proposed swimming pool – they are expensive. Gil Zipher said he would pass that on.  Everyone agreed this should be a priority.
Econfina State Park  - John and Rob will visit the park on May 4, from 9 – 12, to review their management plan.

National Audubon Grant Application, May 15 deadline. $1000 – 25,000. One time grant. We discussed the possibility of writing a grant application to fund an informational program or display about the Apalachicola River (on the order of the $10,000 springs Eternal display). The board decided we would rather apply for a grant to fund a more local project that explores our theme for next year – backyard habitats, urban forests, how important trees are…….Lots of ideas were discussed. FWC is working on a similar program and we may be able to complement some of the things they are doing. Ideas ran from social media advertising campaign on the value of native trees to insects and on up the food web, on partnering with Habitat for Humanity house owners, on encouraging people to get their free trees offered by city and county, on how important maintenance is. 
Rob and Peter will meet at Rob’s next week to apply for the grant. Donna will also try to attend.

Last Thoughts

David requests a to-do list. We should discuss this at the next board meeting. I will put the to-dos in italics in these minutes – see if that works rather than retyping all of them.

Meeting adjourned at 8pm.
